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Illuminated Vellum Liturg y. 


— 


The only one in existence associated with an American family. 


VELLUM MANUSCRIPT. Horz Beatœ Mariae Virginis, 
cum Calendario. French Manuseript, [5th Century, Liturgi- 
cal Devotions in Latin, other Prayers in vernacular, written 
on one hundred and fifty leaves of fine Vellum, 612 x 494 
inches, in fine character, with titles varied in red and blue, 
decorated on every page wh richly gilt and Jlowered outside 
border, continued in several UlSlances 20und the entire marg , 
Seven Sacred Scenes splendadly zZiluminated, U(ncluding figures, 
landscapes and znteriors, and enclosed in magnificent full- page 
border of extreme freshness and brilliancy, capital letters of 
different degrees heavily blazoned in gold, and scrolled with 
exquisite grace and fre dom, the principal initials forming a 
series kindred in design. On the fly-leaf is a record of the 
ownership of the book in the r6th and 17th Centuries. 


Brown calf, Lyonese binding of the 16th Century, covered with gold tool- 
ing, gilt edges, Sac. X V. 


A. volume of endless interest to the artist and antiquarian, and of Special 
attraetion for the lit urgiologist. Each day of the Calendar has its saint, the 
interstices between the red-letter days being filled with names specially hon- 
ored in French dioceses. The Hours ditfer considerably from those of the 
Roman rite, and the devotions in honor of 5t. Sebastian and St. Christopher 


at the end of the volume are rarely, if ever, to be met with. The floral bor- 
ders are of exceeding beauty, golden ivy leaves and berries being a chief 
feature, largely diversifled by the introduction of straw berries, carnations, 
heartsease, eonvoluli, cornflowers, Ste, while the full borders are further 
enriehed by elegant frond-like scrolls of conventional character, together 
with foliage of natural tint. The interest of these borders increases with the 
progress ef the book, one in particular (just anterior to the 6th miniature) 
being finished with surpássinz delicaey. These decorations,in themselves 
a field inexhaustible for st udy, do but prepare us for a due appreciation of 
the splendor of the paces chosen by the artist for his miniatures, 'To do 
justice to these the pen of à Ruskin would be needed. Brocaded tapestries, 
meadows of emerald green, jzraceful'grasses daintily defined, clustering 
S5lroves, gold-flecked Skies, flzures draped in perfection of flowing folds, 
crimson, blue, white and purple, and erowned with angelie countenünces— 
all the features typical of the i5th Century miniaturist are present in the 
seven illustrations of this book of private prayer, The setincludes—(1) The 
Annunciation, (2) The Crueifixion. (3) Pentacost, (4) David in Prayer, (5) An 
Entombment. (6) Madonna and Child, (7 God the Father, with the dead 
figure of the Son detached rom the Cross, Numbers 6 and 7 have each &n 
attendant angel, one playing a harp and the other holding & erown of thorns, 
Into both of these pietures is introduced a figure in the foreground which, 
according to the inscription on the Il y-leaf, is that of the first owner of the 
book. A seriatim description of the remainder ia not possible here. We 
must be content to Say that each one is instinct with devotional fervor, 
blended wich artistic feeling. The lovely borders which fence in these min- 
latures are a worthy framework, ti "m, erisp, fair and resplendent, in defiance 
of centuries, a bolder treat ment being adopted than in the case of the margi- 
nal adornments just alluded to. Lightness ot touch, combined with the 
most accurate decision exemplified in the thread-like use of the white, lends 
An exquisite charm not only to the strongly drawn lines which define the 
limits of the picture as distinct from the border, but also to the grand initials 
below. The early history of this prayer manual is briefly inseribed on the 
Hy-leaf, which tells us that ** Ces heures apberiiennent d damoisselle Michel le du 
Deré femme de Mr. Las 1 Orleans „ Es gquelfes (uy sont echeues par la suc- 
cess10n de feu son pere Mr. Jon Duderé, . 60 047577. Amor et Hwmilité sont des 
doux liens de notre ma nage.“ 

And again it is touchingly recorded: Ce brest, liure Ma este donné far feu 
Monsieur Dorleans ids de Halle. Dorlea ns nome Michelle Dudere lequel estoit. 


Ado 2 FE Y/p op? TR "ecry»r* y34 » y o M , y „„ 1 "62 74 ,3 Fm „ 72 G Dudere 1050 
D 6€ Ef gut esto: digen di CEE GQI/IICIIOM mon COIRSIHB Le Matk. Y. red , LI 


o 


In an ancient manuseript note in old French, ou tha fly-leaf of this volume 
it Says: Phe kneeling figures in the pietures in this volume are portraits 
Of the deceused Lady Michelle De Saulai (Duderé) mother of my deceased 
father." 


Dotterer, Duddorer und Dettra are the various forins of the name, as we 
find it alone the Schuylkill, and few Americans can vie with the Pennsylva- 
nia Dutch family in the possession of such a beautiful manuscript, and such 


tangible evidence of their distinquished alliances four centuries ago. 


See full-size faesimile of onec page 
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